
Greetings from CCS NIAM !

It started with recruitment of manpower, training of manpower, advertisement for programmes, screening of 

applications through designated committees, training, presentation before committees, shortlisting of Agri- startups for 

funding and fund releasing process. A complete cycle in Agri-startup promotion was successfully completed by 

dedicated and competent team of NIAM. Time to feel happy when we look back. As a result, 59 Agri-startups were 

trained, 54 were presented before selection committee and 39 were selected with funding support of Rs.4.58 Crs with a 

success rate of 66 percent. A difficult challenge achieved through a smiling  face.

CCS NIAM also mentored four partner institutions namely Sri Karan Narendra Agriculture University, Jobner, 

Rajasthan; National Rice Research Institute, Cuttack, Odisha; Bihar Agricultural University, Sabour, Bhagalpur, 

Bihar; and Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, West Bengal. Totally 106 Agristartups were trained (by Partner R-

ABIs), 14 were presented before selection committees and 9 were selected with funding support of Rs.0.99 Cr with a 

success rate of 65 percent. Success, indeed needs to be replicated.

CCS NIAM would like to strengthen Agri-startups promoted and add many more to the list. Virtual mentoring will be 

strengthened, investors meet will be enhanced and ultimately would like to see the benefits reaching at the level of 

farmers. Anything and everything what we do in NIAM is for farmers ultimately.

Thanks to all the partner institutions and professionals who joined hands with CCS NIAM in this achievement .

Dr.  P. Chandra Shekara
(Director General, CCS NIAM ) 
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NABI

The year we just passed 2019-20,was a wonderful year in terms of promotion of Agripreneurship through 

Agri-startups under RKVY -RAFTAAR programme by CCS NIAM.



C O N T E N T S
Inaugural Ceremony 03

Awards & Accolades    03

HALF YEARLY NEWSLETTER VOLUME:1   NUMBER:2

2

INCUBATION PROGRAMME

Exposure Visits to Ecosystem Partner 04

Hands on Training 05

List of Incubatees 06

Due Diligence 10

OTHER PROGRAMME

Investors Meet  12

11RKVY-RAFTAAR Selection & Monitoring 
Committee (RC)

Handholding of R-ABIs 12

Networking and Out Reach 
Activities 

13

14Review Meeting for 
RKVY-RAFTAAR

15Workshop on Agriculture 
Marketing and Entrepreneurship

Best Agri-Incubator Award 15

Article 16

NABI in Media 18

Valedictory Ceremony  10

Article 11

RC for R-ABIs 15

Webinar R-ABIs 15

17Progress of Partner R-ABIs

Article 17

Books / Publications 18



HALF YEARLY NEWSLETTER VOLUME:1  NUMBER:2

3

Second Startup Agri-Business Incubation Programme was 
th

inaugurated at CCS NIAM on 14  October,2019 by Dr. P. 
Chandra Shekara, Director General, CCS NIAM. All the 
NIAM  faculty, Staff and Team members of NABI attended 
the fuction. Twelve Agripreneurs from seven states across 
the India joined the programme with their innovative startup 
ideas. Dr. P. Chandra Shekara, Director General and Dr. 
Ramesh Mittal motivated the Agripreneurs and addressed 
them with encouraging words. The two months training 

th thProgramme was conducted between 10 October to 9  
December, 2019.

“Agripreneurship 
Orientation Programme”  
NIAM Agri-Business Incubator launched its second Agripreneurship 

th
Orientation Programme on 19  December,2019.Inauguration Ceremony 
was graced by Director General, CCS NIAM. A young cohort of ten 
startups with innovative business ideas participated in this programme 
from five states across the country.

“Startup Agri-Business
 Incubation Programme”

Nimisha Varma, one of the participant from“Agripreneurship 
Orientation Programme” has won many awards on her startup 
idea. She got “Iconic Women Entrepreneur Award” at the 
annual anniversary of CWE Hub i.e.Cafebiz Women 
Entrepreneur in December,2019; for being an idol to women 
entrepreneurs. The award was given by Dr. Rita Bahuguna Joshi 
and Mrs. Aparna Mishra (Founder of CWE). 

She had also won a cash prize of USD 700 at the “Regional 
Global Student Entrepreneur Awards” held in Gurgaon on the 

th25  January,2020. It was organized by the Global Student 
Entrepreneur Awards (GSEA), a premier global competition for 
students who own and operate a business while attending college 
or university. Dr. Velumani, Founder and CEO of Thyrocare, was 
the Chief Guest of the award ceremony. More than 50 startups and 
200 dignitaries were present at the event.  National finals for EO 
GSEA was held at Gurgaon and Aloe Ecell was one of the 
National Finalists to present their business idea.

Aloe Ecell is also selected among top 10 women entrepreneurs to 
compete for the grand finale.

Inaugural Ceremony 

Awards & Accolades    
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thOn 19  October,2019, team NABI under the headship of Mr. Manoj Agrawal, 
COO, NIAM Agri-Business Incubator (NABI), Jaipur, along with twelve 
participants of  Startup Agri-Business Incubation Programme visited S.K.N. 
Agri-Business Incubator(SABI), Jobner, Rajasthan. Participants were 
introduced to SABI participants. Agripreneurs were introduced to university 
scientists concerned with their business models for getting scientific validation 
for their business ideas.  

th
On 9  December,2019, team NABI along with twelve Startups visited 
National Innovation Foundation (NIF), Ahmedabad. The visit enabled the 
participants to gain knowledge about the new grass root innovations that 
are available in the field of Agriculture. The NIF team made presentation 
before the Startup participants to inform about the various schemes and  
facilities available to new innovators.

rd
On 3  January,2020, team NABI under the headship of Mr. Manoj 
Agrawal, COO, NIAM Agri-Business Incubator (NABI), Jaipur, 
along with participants of Agripreneurship Orientation 
Programme-II visited S.K.N Agri-Business Incubator (SABI) 
Jobner, Rajasthan. Agripreneurs were given opportunity to discuss 
their ideas with the SABI  participants and were introduced  to 
university scientists and field experts for getting scientific validation 
of their business ideas.  

Exposure Visits to Ecosystem Partners
“S.K.N. Agri-Business Incubator (SABI), Jobner, Rajasthan”

National Innovation Foundation (NIF), Ahmedabad

Morarka Foundation, Jaipur, 
Rajasthan

Agripreneurship Orientation Programme-II participants were 
taken to Morarka Foundation, Jaipur. This was the industrial visit  
under the training and mentoring provided by NABI, CCS NIAM  
for Startups to understand the working of different manufacturing 
sectors. They also got chance to interact with the departmental 
heads better understanding. 
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Agripreneurs as part of their training programme visited different industries and company establishments to gain 
st th

practical experience related to their respective business from 1  to 26  January,2020. These hands-on-training 
programmes provided practical exposure to the agripreneurs in understanding the technical and managerial aspects of 
the business.
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